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On behalf of the staff at the Children’s Cancer and Blood Disorders Center, we wish you 
a happy New Year! 

Save the Date:
Oncology Parent and Caregiver Support Group
Tuesday, January 25, Noon – 1 p.m.
Join other parents and caregivers of children with cancer for support during this challenging time. Our next support 
group meeting will be held on Zoom at noon on Tuesday, January 25. Please contact Kelly Trejo at (757) 668-7931 or 
Rebecca Ruck at (757) 668-9617 with any questions. 

Register online for the January meeting by visiting CHKD.org/Cancer. Click on the oncology resources tab to access the 
registration form and fill out the requested information. 

Family Fun Holiday Events
Online Marine Science Class   
Register now for a free, marine science class on fish anatomy and identification. This online class will be held Thursday, 
January 13 at 2:30 p.m. Pre-registration required. Visit https://www.facebook.com/reefrelief/events/ for more information. 

CHKD Virtual Event: Grieving and Growing: Processing the Pandemic
Join us online Thursday, January 27, 6:30 – 8 p.m., as we explore loss, grief, and the support children need to process 
their experiences, recognize their strengths, and hone positive coping skills. 

Register at CHKD.org/Classes.



Education Snapshot 
Continued Flu Season and COVID-19 Reminders
If your child is scheduled for treatment in the infusion area (chemotherapy, 
transfusion, or a procedure) and is ill with flu-like symptoms or a fever, please 
contact your primary nurse for instructions on how to proceed with your 
appointment (757) 668-7243. We need to make sure that proper isolation 
procedures are used. In some cases, we may need to reschedule or postpone 
elective admissions or therapies.  

Hem/Onc Staff Spotlight
Mackenzie Ketchum, nurse manager for inpatient hematology/oncology unit
Favorite color: Purple
Favorite childhood game: Life
Favorite food: Chicago style, deep-dish pizza
Fun fact: My family owns and operates a cheese factory in northern Illinois. They make more than 30,000 pounds of 
cheese per day! Working for my parents was my first job. 
Why I love hem/onc: I love learning about the many aspects of hematology/oncology, from the disease process to new 
treatments, and everything in between. I think we have one of the best teams in the hospital, and I can’t imagine working 
anywhere else or with any other group of dedicated  
professionals.   

Thank you!
A special shoutout to all our amazing donors, both families and organizations, that 
donated toys and gifts through the holiday season for our patients and families. We 
are so grateful for each and every one of you for helping to make the season magical.  


